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the interests of North America." There were no further proceed- 
ings against any of the parties mentioned, or any others at any 
time, from which I conclude the country was " solid " in its patriotism. 



WILLIS FAMILY. 

(Continued from Vol. V., pp. 24, 171; Vol. VI., p. 27.) 
4, Henry 3 Willis was burgess from Gloucester county in 1718 and 
1723. In 1726 "Henry Willis, of Gloucester county," obtained a 
patent for land in Spotsylvania. When, in 1727, Fredericksburg in 
that county was laid out, he was one of the trustees. (See Va. Hist. 
Register and books in the land office.) Major Byrd Charles Willis, 
his grandson, says in his account of the family: "Col. Henry Willis 
was the founder of Fredericksburg, and called by the Historian 
Howe 'the top man of the place,' and lived at Willis' Hill, just out- 
side of Fredericksburg, now called Marye's Heights. He was mar- 
ried three times, and had children by all. His sons by first and 
second wives died without male heirs; one of them left a daughter, 
Mrs. Mary Daingerfield, of Spotsylvania oounty (the grandmother of 
my wife). His daughters married a Lee, a Lewis, and a Green. 
Mr. Lee lived in Fauquier county, Va. ; Lewis settled in Granville 
county, N. C. The Cobbs, of Georgia, are descendants of hers. 
Green went to Kentucky, had two sons, Willis and William, the 
father of Duff, the present editor of The Washington Telegraph. 
Hislast wife's maiden name was Washington, full sister of old Gus. 
Washington, father of George Washington, the first President of the 
United States. She had been married twice before, first, to a Mr. 
Lewis, by whom she had no children; second, to a Mr. Gregory, by 

whom she had three daughters " The first wife of Col. Willis 

was Anne Alexander,* daughter of David Alexander and Anne Mor- 
gan, his wife, and widow of John Smith, of Purton, whom she mar- 

*In the York records, under date September 26,1698, there is an eject- 
ment suit brought by Thomas Buckner and Sarah his wife, and David Alex- 
ander and Anne his wife, the said Sarah and Anne being daughters and co-heirs 
of Oapi Francis Morgan, son of Francis Morgan, about land acquired by their 
grandfather Morgan [who was a justice of York county]. In the act in Hening's 
Statutes docking the the entail of John Smith's property (Hening's Statutes, 
V., p. 399), Samuel Buckner and David Alexander are named trustees. The 
last was certainly a brother of Mrs. Willis. In 1770 Morgan Alexander, of 
Gloucester, son of David Alexander, was a student at William and Mary. 
Samuel Buckner was certainly a son of Thomas Buckner and Sarah Alexander. 
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ried October 18, 1711. By the first marriage she had a son, John 
Smith, and the relationships are clearly traced from Hening's Stats., 
Vols. V., p. 397; VIII., p. 663, and from the following abstract of 
a deed in the Spotsylvania records: 

Deed, October 7, 1767, from William Daingerfield, Jr., of Spotsylvania 
county, gent. , and his wife Mary (late Mary Willis, daughter and heir of John 
Willis, gent., deceased, and niece and heir of Henry Willis, gent., late of 
Spotsylvania, deceased), to Larkin Chew, recites that John Smith, gent., of 
the county of Gloucester, being in his lifetime and at his death seized of a 
certain tract of 3,333 acres in Spotsylvania, where the said William Daingerfield 
now lives, did by his will, dated May 10, 1735 (after several specific devises and 
bequests), make a residuary clause, item: I give to my grandmother Anne Alex- 
ander, all my other lands not bequeathed, negroes, money, stocks, etc., during 
her life, and after her death to my brother Henry Willis and his heirs; but in 
case he dies without issue, to my brother John Willis; and soon after making 
said will, said John Smith died, and the aforesaid tract passed to Anne Alex- 
ander and was enjoyed by her during life, and after her death the said Henry 
Willis inherited and was seized as a tenant in tail, and the said Henry Willis 
having departed this life without leaving an heir or heirs of his body, the estate 
tail came to John Willis, who also died, and the said estate descended to Mary 
Willis, now Mary Daingerfield, his daughter and heir. 

In the act of 1772 Mary Willis, daughter of Col. Francis Willis, 
and wife of Hon. Lewis Burwell, is declared to be "the cousin of 
the whole blood of Henry Willis," which shows to be true what has 
been assumed in the beginning, that their parents, Col. Francis,' 
and Col. Henry 3 Willis were brothers. By this first marriage Col. 
Willis had 54, Henry,* who, in 1742, married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Boger Gregory. (Quarterly, I., p. 140.) After his death with- 
out issue, she married Beuben Thornton. After Thornton's death 
she married Dr. Alcock, and after Alcock's death she married Dr. 
Thomas Walker, the explorer.* Col. Willis had also by his first 
wife, 55, Mary, 4 who in 1733 (Quarterly, I., p. 140) married Han- 
cock Lee; 56, John, born Aug. 17, 1724, married Elizabeth, only 
sister of Col. James Madison, father of the president, by whom he 
had a daughter, 57, Mary, and she married William Daingerfield, 
of Spotsylvania, colonel in the Bevolution. Elizabeth (Madison) 
Willis survived her husband and married, in 1753 (Quarterly, IV., 
p. 59), Bichard Beale, brother of Taverner Beale, of Orange county. 
(See Beale Wills in Orange ; Lee of Virginia; see note A.) 

"It is generally said that Elizabeth Gregory after Walker's death married 
Alcock, but this can't be as the will of Elizabeth Walker, "relict of Dr. 
Thomas Walked, of Albermarle county," was proved there in 1796, and to 
Weston Alcock, of Castle Hill, she gave her whole estate. 
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Col. Willis' second wife was named Mildred, widow of John 
Brown, deceased, who made his will September 8, 1726. (Deed in 
York county, date 1732). Major Byrd C. Willis says her maiden 
name was Washington; but from a legal record she appears to 
have been a Howell. (Quarterly, III., 106.) Mildred Howell 
(1723-1783), who married William Lightfoot, was probably her 
niece.* By this second marriage Col. Willis had : 58, John, 4 who 

married Nancy (deed in Spotsylvania, 1749, signed by 

him and calling him son of Henry and Mildred Willis, deceased) ; 
59, Ann, born 14th Sept., 1731, married Duff Green, of Fauquier 
county. (See note B.) 

The third and last wife of Col. Willis was Mildred Washington, 
aunt of General Washington. (See Sparks' Washington, I., p. 550.) 
She was widow of Roger Gregory. There is a deed, December 15, 
1739, from Mildred Willis, late Mildred Gregory, now wife of 
Henry Willis, of Spotsylvania, gent, reciting a dted January 5, 
1733, between herself, Henry Willis and John Washington, of 
Gloucester, "in view of her intended marriage with said Willis, 
and she now conveys property to her son Lewis and her daughters 
Frances, wife of Francis Thornton, Jr., Mildred and Elizabeth." 
(The three last were issue of Roger Gregory.) f 

In Spotsylvania, Jane 4, 1741, John Grymes, of Middlesex, and 
Francis Willis, of Gloucester, are named as executors of the will of 
Col. Henry Willis, deceased, which was dated July 7, 1740. The 
will not being found at Spotsylvania court house was doubtless re- 
corded in the general court. Henry Willis, Jr., was executor in 
1747 of Mrs. Mildred Willis, whose inventory shows a personal 
estate of £2,044, 5, 3J, and 49 negroes. 

Col. Henry Willis had by his last marriage one son to sur- 
vive him, 59, Lewis 4 Willis, born November 11, 1734. 

59, (Col.) Lewis 4 Willis, son of Col. Henry' Willis, was Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of 10th Virginia Regiment, continental troops, from 
November 13, 1776, to March 1, 1778. He married, first, Mary, 

* In the Abingdon register is this entry : ' ' Wm a negro belonging to M c 
John Howell, of King & Queen Co. baptized May y° 18, 1718." The King 
and Queen records were destroyed during the war. 

f " Mildred Washington, daughter of Lawrence and Mildred, and sister to 
John and Augustine Washington, married [Roger] Gregory, by whom she had 
three daughters, Frances, Mildred and Elizabeth, who married three brothers, 
Col. Francis Thornton, Col. John Thornton and Keuben Thornton, all of 
Spotsylvania. She had for her second husband, Col. Henry Willis, and by 
him the present Col. Lewis Willis, of Fredericksburg." — General Washington's 
account in Sparks, Vol. I., p. 550. 



Willis Family. 209 

daughter of John Champe, of King George, and had issue: 60, 
Mildred,' who married Landon Carter, of Cleves, and had three 
daughters, one of whom died unmarried, and the other two married, 
respectively, Robert Mercer and Gen. John Minor. The last, Mrs. 
Minor, had a number of sons and one daughter, Mary Berkeley, 
mother of C. M. Blackford, principal of the Episcopal High 
School at Alexandria. 61, John W. 5 Willis, well known in his 
day for his great size and weight (four hundred and forty-four 
pounds), his fund of anecdote, and his humor. He was sent to 
school in Scotland, but ran away, and was sent back to Virginia. 
Then he went with a party to Kentucky, and, being attacked by 
the Indians, some of the party were killed, and the rest straggled 
back to their homes. Willis and three others got into a canoe on 
the Kentucky River, and descended the Ohio and the Mississippi 
to New Orleans, then in the hands of the French and the Spanish. 
Working his passage on a vessel to New York, he walked thence 
to Virginia. He enlisted as a lieutenant in the Revolutionary 
army. He married (not known whom), and had three daughters, 
who married, respectively, a Hoomes, a Sears, and an Epperson ; 
62, Henry 6 Willis, who married "two or three times," and left a 
daughter, who married Gen. McComas, of Mississippi; 63, Jane' 
Willis, married John Alexander, and died young, without surviving 
issue; 64, Mary 6 Willis, married a Battaile. She died leaving two 
sons and two daughters. The youngest son, John, married Mary 
Daingerfield. Her eldest daughter married R. Hoomes, of Bowl- 
ing Green, Caroline county. Her next daughter married Muscoe 
Garnett, of Essex. Her eldest son married a Miss Battaile. 65, 
William C. 5 Willis married Lucy Taliferro, of "Blenheim," and 
had issue: Lucy, who married Armistead Hoomes, and died sine 
prole; Jane, who married Ambrose Madison (they had issue : Wil- 
liam, James, Lucy, Mary Eliza, and Lela); Lewis, who married 
Elizabeth Madison (and left one daughter, Frances); Richard 
Henry married Lucy Mary Nalle (for issue see Willis Family, by 
Byrd Charles Willis and Richard Henry Willis); William, and 
John, which two last married, in Alabama, sisters, Alston and 
Boykin, born Starkes, from South Carolina, and died leaving a son 
each, Preston and Benton. The last married a daughter of his 
uncle, Richard Henry Willis, son of William C. Willis. 66, 
Robert 6 Willis married, 1st, Lucy Taliaferro, who bore one 
son and died; 2d, Frances Lee, who had issue: Robert, Jane, Han- 
cock, and George Willis. (See Lee of Virginia, page 548.) CoL 
Lewis Willis married, 2dly, Anne Champe, widow of his brother- 
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in-law, John Champe, sister of his son-in-law, Landon Carter, and 
daughter of Charles Carter, of Cleves, and his wife, Ann Byrd, 
daughter of William Byrd, of Westover. Issue: Charles, died at 
three years of age; 67, Byrd <7. 6 "mills, and a child still-born. 

67, (Major) Byrd Charles 6 Willis was born August 29, 1781, 
and married, in 1800, Mary Willis Lewis, daughter of Major 
George Lewis and Catherine, daughter of William Daingerfield 
by 57, Mary Willis, already mentioned. Major George Lewis was 
son of Fielding Lewis and Betty Washington, only sister of Presi- 
dent Washington. Issue: 68, (Dr.) Lewis Willie, born September, 
1801; married, 1st, Lucia Hackley; 2d, Harriet Randolph; 3d, 
Miss Savage, of the Eastern Shore of Maryland. He left two sons, 
Byrd, by his first, and Thomas Hayward, by bis last wife. 69, 
Catherine, born 1803; married Atcheson Gray when she was only 
thirteen years of age; Gray dying within the same year, and a 
posthumous child dying in infancy. She afterwards married 
Achille Murat, nephew of Napoleon; was with him in England 
and France, and secured many attentions, both as wife of Napole- 
on's nephew and as great-niece of General Washington. She was 
possessed of fine mental and personal attractions. 70, Ann Carter, 
born in 1805, married Thos. H. Botts. Issue: Lawson Botts, Col. 
C. S. A., killed at the battle of Bull Run. 71, John W. Willis, born 
April 26, 1807, died single in 1833. 72, George, born June, 1809; 
married, 1st, Martha P. W. Fauntleroy; 2d, Sallie Innis Smith, died 
in 1863, leaving a numerous issue. 73, A daughter, who died in 
infancy. 74, Mary Byrd, born September 23, 1813; married Com- 
modore A. J. Dallas, brother of Vice-President Dallas, and left issue. 
75, Ella Attaway, born March 23, 1816; married, 1st, Samuel H. 
Duvall; 2d, William H. Brockenbrough. 76, Achille Murat, born 
October 15, 1817, who married Edwina Ambler, of Rappahannock, 
and has issue. In his old age Col. Lewis Willis married, 3rd, Mrs. 
E. S. Bromfield, by whom he had no issue.* 

* The will of Col. Lewis Willis is on record in Fredericksburg, and is dated 
March 2, 1812. Names his grandchildren Ann C. Willis, Lucy L. Minor, and 
Mildred B. Sears ; sons Henry Willis and Byrd C. Willis, and the latter's son 
Lewis ; son William C. Willis, great-grandson James Mercer, and his mother, 
Mildred A. B. Lewis; daughter Mary Battaile, daughter Catherine, and wife 
Elizabeth E. S. Willis. John Champe, in his will in King George (1775), 
names his "nephew Henry Willis"; and Jane Champe, in her will (1766), 
names "grandson Henry Willis." There is a deed recorded at Fredericks- 
burg (1789) from Henry Willis, of Wilkes county, Georgia, to Captain Henry 
Willis, for land in King George county, in which he mentions brother John 
W. Willis, and father and mother, Lewis and Ann Willis. 
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(Duff Green's Facts and /Suggestions; Marshall Family ; 
statement of Major Byrd C. Willis; and letter of Col. John Willis, 
of Orange, December 9, 1884.) 

Errata: On page 176, Vol. V., 10th line, for " Anne Holden " 
read Susannah Holden (as in note). On page 29, Vol. I., for 
"Francis Willis, born January 25, 1743," read January 25, 1745. 

Notes ex Col. T. M. Gbeen. 

(A) Hancock Lee and Mary Willis had, among others, John Lee, Lieutenant 
in Continental Line, Major Va. State Line, who married his kinswoman, Eliza- 
beth Bell, removed to Kentucky, and settled in Woodford county. Their 
daughter, Sarah, was the first wife of Hon, John J. Crittenden, and the 
mother of Maj.-Gen. George B. Crittenden, of the C. S. A. ; of Maj.-Gen. 
Thomas L. Crittenden, of the TJ. S. A., whose only son, Lieut. J. J. Critten- 
den, fell at Custer's side in the massacre of Little Big Horse ; and of Cornelia, 
the second wife of Bev. John C. Young, the eloquent and able President of 
Centre College, and mother of Kev. Wm. C. Young, President of the 
same institution, and moderator of the Presbyterian General Assembly at 
Portland in 1892, and of Mrs. B. P. Jacobs, of Danville, Ky. Another 
daughter of Maj. John Lee married Dr. Call, and was the mother of Gen. 
George Call, C. S. A., who fell at the battle of the Seven Pines, and of Hon. 
Wilkinson Call, United States Senator from Florida. 

(B) Duff Green died in Fauquier in 1766; his children by Anne Willis, his 
second wife, were Willis, Henry, William and Eleanor, all of whom subse- 
quently removed to Kentucky, whither their mother followed them. Willis 
was a lieutentant in Grayson's regiment, Continental Line ; resigned and went 
to Kentucky in 1778 ; represented Jeiferson county in the Virginia Assembly 
in 1783 ; same year he was appointed clerk of Lincoln county, then embracing 
one-third of all Kentucky, and held the office until Kentucky was admitted as 
a State in 1792, and afterwards until 1814 ; was the deputy registrar of the 
Virginia land office for Kentucky from 1783 to 1792 ; member of the first con- 
vention held in Kentucky in 1785, of the convention of 1788 ; and of later 
conventions. The sons of Willis Green were Duff, John and Lewis Warner 
Duff, born in 1784, Lieutenant TJ. S. A., and surgeon with the rank of Major 
in the war of 1812, was the father of Dr. Willis Duff Green, of Mt. Vernon, 
and of Judge Wm. H. Green, of Cairo, 111. John, born in 1786, Brigade 
Major on the staff of Gen. Calmes, participated in the battle of the Thames ; 
representative from Lincoln, 1818, and six later terms; State senator, 1826- 
1832 ; judge of the Circuit court, 1834-'38 ; married, first, Sarah Fry, grand- 
daughter of Dr. Thomas Walker, the explorer, and great granddaughter of 
Col. Joshua Fry, by whom he had Willis, a missionary, Rev. Joshua Fry, and 
Bev, Wm. L. Green, Presbyterian ministers ; married, secondly, the widow of 
James A. Paxton (Mary Keith Marshall), by whom he had Thomas M. Green, 
of Danville, Ky., and John Duff Green, of St. Louis. Lewis Warner Green, 
D. D., LL. D., born in 1806, Professor at Centre College and in the theologi- 
cal seminaries of New Albany and Alleghany City, President of Hampden- 
Sidney, Transylvania University, and Centre College ; an accomplished scholar 
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and eloquent pulpit orator ; was the father of the wife of Hon. A. E. Steven- 
son, recently Vice-President of United States, Letitia, the oldest daughter of 
Willis Green, wife of Major James Barbour, was the mother of the late James 
Barbour, of Maysville, Ky., and of Prof. Lewis G. Barbour, of Central Uni- 
versity, and grandmother of Bev. Lewis B. Hobson, of the Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary in Chicago. Bev. Willis G. Craig, D. D., LL. D., of the 
same seminary, and moderator of the Assembly at Washington City in 1893, is 
the son of Dr. William Craig and Martha Eleanor, youngest daughter of Willis 
Green. William, youngest son of Duff Green and Anne Willis, a soldier in 
the Eevolution, married a daughter of Markham Marshall, and was the father 
of Gen. Duff Green, famous as an editor, as a political writer and controversi- 
alist. A daughter of the latter married Andrew P., son of Hon. John C. Cal- 
houn, of South Carolina, and was the mother of the present John C. Calhoun, 
of New York. 

Note bx the Editob. 

Since the main portion of the above article was put in type, the editor 
received from Prof. E. H. Willis, of Arkansas, a copy of the entries in a Bible 
published in 1832, now in possession of Mrs. Mattie Lee Gaskins, of Claresville, 
Greenville county, Va. The entries in'this Bible were evidently copied in part, 
at least, from some older Bible. It has been supposed that Anne Willis, who 
married Greene, was a full sister of Col. Lewis Willis, but this record appears to 
prove the contrary. There were also two John Willises living at the same 
time. It was not unusual at this time to give two children the same name. 
Major Lewis Burwell had two daughters living at the same time, both named 
Martha. The date of Col. Willis' marriage beh>g evidently January 5, 1733-4, 
according to the reckoning, Lewis Willis born Nov. 11, 1734, could have been 
the only, fruit of the marriage. 

Family Record op Henry Willis, Gentleman, of Fredericksburg, 
Va., and of the Lees Descended from Him. 

Marriages. 

Henry Willis and Ann Smith were married 2nd of November, 
1714. 

Henry Willis and Mildred Brown were married the 30th of 
October, 1726. ' 

Henry Willis and Mildred Gregory were married the 5th of 
January, 1733. 

Hancock Lee and Mary Willis, were married the 23rd of Janu- 
ary, 1733. 

1 This shows that Col. Willis married Mildred Brown about a month after 
the death of her first husband, Dr. John Brown, of Williamsburg, who died 
Sept. 24, 1726. Mourning and courtship were not deemed repugnant in those 
days. 
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Henry Willis and Elizabeth Gregory were married 30th April, 
1742. 

Hancock Lee and Winifred Eustace Beale were married the 26th 
of December, 1776. 

Births. 

John Smith, son of John Smith, 1 was born 17th of December, 
1712. 
Ann Smith miscarried of a girl and boy in May, 1715.* 
Mary Willis was born 5th of August, 1716. 
Francis Willis was born 12th of October, 1718. 
David Willis was born the 17th of December, 1720. 
Henry Willis was born the 22nd of September, 1722. 
John Willis was born the 17th of August, 1724. 
Eobert Willis was born the 12th of March, 1725. 
John Willis was born the 16th of July, 1728. 
Elizabeth Willis was born the 12th of January, 1729. 
Ann Willis was born the 14th of September, 1731. 
Isabel Willis was born the 10th of June, 1733. 
Lewis Willis was born the 11th of November, 1734. 
Ann Lee was born the 30th of January, 1734. 
Mary Lee was born the 4th of June 1735. 
George Henry Lee was born the 2nd of July, 1737. 
Hancock Lee was born the 7th of April, 1740. 
John Lee was born the 20th of September, 1743. 
Willis Lee was born 16th of August, 1745. 
Sarah Alexander Lee was born the 2nd of July 1749. 
Henry Lee was born the 28th of October, 1750. 
Eichard Lee was born the 31st of July, 1753. 
Mary Willis Lee was born the 9th of November, 1757. 
Winifred Eustace Beale 3 was born the 7th of February, 1758. 
Pamela Lee was born the 1st of June, 1778. 
Willis Lee was born the 9th of October, 1778. (?) 
Mary Willis Lee was born the 20th of January, 1782. 

1 John Smith was son of John Smith and Mary Warner, who were married 
February 17, 1680, and he was grandson of Major John Smith, Speaker of 
the House of Burgesses, and Anna Bernard. See "Smith's of Virginia," 
Quaetbely, VoL IV., pp. 45-62, 95-103, 183-187. See also "Bernard Fam- 
ily," Vol. V., p. 1. The Smiths lived at Purton or Portan, in Gloucester 
county, famed as '.' Werowocomoco," where Pocahontas saved Captain John 
Smith. 

2 This is evidently a miscopy for 1713. 

* Daughter of Bichard Beale and Elizabeth (Madison) Willis. 
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Sarah Autorton Lee was born the 9 th of August, 1784. 

Fannie Lee was born the 29th of August, 1786. 

Elizabeth Eustace Lee was born the 20th of July, 1788. 

Ann Goooh Lee was born the 19th of July, 1790. 

Thomas Ludwell Lee was born the 13th of March, 1793. (Father 
of Mrs. Gaskins.) 

Hancock Lee was born the 5th of May, 1794. 

Emeline Lee was born the 15th of October, 1799. 

John Author Lee was born the 22nd of June, 1802. 

John Hancock Lee was born the 18th of July, 1803. (He was 
"Willis Lee's son.) 

Mary Willis Lee, daughter of Willis Lee, was born the 3rd of 
February, 1812. 

Deaths. 

Henry Willis departed this life the 14th of September, 1740. 

Mildred Willis, the wife of Henry Willis, departed this life the 
5th of September, 1747. 

John Willis Elder departed this life the 5th of March, 1750. 

Hancock Lee departed this life October, 1762, aged 53 years. 

Mary Lee, wife of Hancock Lee, departed this life the 4th day 
of December, 1766, aged 50 years. 

Sarah Auterton Lee departed this life the 28th of July, 1787. 

Hancock Lee departed this life March, 1819. 

Winifred Eustace Lee departed this life 1804. 



INDIAN SLAVES. 
It appears to have been a practice in all the colonies to reduce 
Indians taken in war to slavery. Thus in the accounts (1646) of 
the executor of Thomas Smallcomb, deceased, of York county, 
lieutenant at Fort Eoyall on Pamunkey, and probably killed in the 
war lately raging with Opechancanough, occur the following items: 
By tobacco allowed him by the Assembly for his service 

at Fort Eoyall, 4,000 lb. 

By two Indians sold S r Wm. Berkeley, 600 

By two Indians sold John Hammon, 500 

By an Indian sold Capt. Thomas Petters, 600 

In the records of Surry county occurs the following deed: 
"Know all men by these p'sents, that I, King of Waineoakes, 
doe firmly bargaine and make sale unto Eliz. Short, her heires, 



